2 ==/ f'R'

4 5 I — e . -
gt PORLIGN LERVICE OF THE UNIT U STATES OF/ANERICA = »
: | ; - W{Dep'
e SEQUPLTY: SHOREY W& AP o 1 1(“;0 : H‘lortt}/ AIR POUCH use onl
I R
To DeuFARTVENT  F A'] E “An
3 c
rrom: IS .ANBUL 76 February 18, 1950 3 Enclosires D

OUR DESP , 293, SLCRET, DEC 5, 1949, SUBJ: CONV - :SATICNA

Hel: B.T.c & ASST. SEC*Y. Gid (G~ MEGH  AND PA RIA.C .
Sui . ATH=NAGORAS : |
ubject: Pr.CUMENICAL PAT:IAiCH ATH!NAGORAS é
H
There are enclosed memoranda of conversations by N LCR
Vice Consul Jamcs 1. Custin with P EUR
QL 1
1 The Grand Lo, othete of the OCreek Orthodox O
- Patriarchate
2. The Patriarch on February 1 .
3J- The Patriarch on February 7 )
8107

Grand lLogothete Ghiokas is convinced of Russian
emphasis on the Patriarchs of Alexandria, Antioch, and
Jerusalem, with the intention of ovenbuaily shifting .
the title of Senior Patriarch from Istanbul to '
Alexandria; Ghiokas is also convinced that the "non-
conformist™ practices of Athenagoras are currently
cited by the Russifans to the Patriarchs named above
for propojganda ends.

Ghiokas also outlined property and taxation dif-
ficulties with the Turkish government, including ex-
propriation of certain church property; questions raised
with the Turks one year ago were almost all unsettled.
Ghiokas stated that the Greek Government is o posed to
filling a local vacancy by the Archbishop of bros and
Tenedos and had suggested transferring him and three
others to the Dodecanese, to free Athenagoras from their
influence; three of them had voted blank at the election

of the Patriarch.

Ghiokas' most vivid concern, however, was the
"immature, unchurchly and hi,hly controversial conduct®”
of the Patriarch in public, where his innovations have
long been severely criticized by the extremely conser-
vative local Greek Orthodoxes, so much so that Chiokas

/ y states Athenagoras has lost 865 of his support and even
dares mention his deposition, while at the same time -

stating he is 10% better than last August. The Patr1-Eﬁ
arch must eliminate the selfish persons about him and )
conform to ancient customs, and of course Ghiokas ’

desires that our government use its influence here. e!
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While the Turkish ﬂOVrrhmvntiouLwardIy is gecnerally

. favurable to Athenagoras, 1in its actions Ghiokas tinds much

to criticize severcly.

In conversation, Ghiockas was in fact most critical of the
promises of the Vali to him and to the Patriarch that a way
would be found so that the Greek church could retain possession
of the properties expropriated, and GChiokas is convinced that
while high ofi1icials continually assert their impartiality
tovvard minorities, instructions are still carried out amounting
to continued oprression. However, he was perfectly willing to
re .uest Turkish cooperution to transfer the four Archbishops
1t necessary or to put deoewn possible demonstrations in thelr
tavor.

It is 4difficult to assess the Grand Losothete's critic-
isms, for many stem back to situations of which the present
personnel of this office are not fully advised. Many of his
more critical statements may certainly be the result of pique
toward the Patriarch, as well as innate conservatism and
respect for the traditicas of centuries. 1 regurd his entire
frank approach as being an appeal for us to assert our influence
as a government toward what he considers necessary ends and
changes, but whether they are or not is open to question. His
accusations of discrimination against his church and the Creek
minority should be subjected to close scrutiny, for it 1is
doubtful that the treatment accorded them will be found to be
different from that accorded other foreign propertics or
citizens. Ghiokas bas always plaved a large part in Patriarch-
al politics and intrigue.

Enclosure # 3 outlines dircct requests made by the
Patriarch himself to be given to Assistant Secretary McGhee
personally. All of these points were discussed by the Patriarch
with the Assistant Secretary as iniicated in Despatch # 293;
however, the Patriarch was much more explicit to Mr, Gustin in
requesting two linotypes, an expression by the GCreek govern-
ment that it desires to eliminate the Patriarch at Alexandria -=
following which the Patriarch could remove him, and material
aid to Antioch and to Finland. Athenagoras stressed the com-
plete freedom enjoyed by the Greek minority in Turkey and is
most confident that the Turkish government will adopt no
measures adversely affecting the Orthodox community here.

The Patriarch is obviously aware of the criticism of his
"non=-conformity” and apparently has no intention of altering
his attitude in that respect.
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Tc + The Consul General February &, 1950
From + Vice Consul James Gustin JIRG
Subject: ir . Chiokas and his Observations

I recuested lr. Vassiliad s to arrange an appointment
for me with Mr. Ghiokas, the Grand Logsothete of the Greek
Patriarchate church, in crder that I mi ht say roodbye to
him before my departure from Istanbul., Mr. Chiokas toovk the
occasion to reiterate his great concern with the policies of
the present Patriarch, previcusly stated to me in a conversa=-
tion last Aurust, but which T felt at the t ime was co damaszing
to the idea of basic American interests which had prompted
the election of Athenagoras that I did not see how a political
report could be prepared =‘ that particular time,

During the conversation in Mr. Ghiockas? city apartment
on Zambak Sokak, which lasted from 4£:00 FPM to 7:30 PM,
February 3, he summarized the position of the Creek Patriarche
ate with relation to the GCreek government, the Turkish govern-
ment, and the Patriarchates at Al<xandria, Antioch and
Jerusalam; his own personal relations with Athenagoras; and
his strongly repcated urgings that the U.S. must take steps
to guide Athenagoras into more conservative lines if the Greek,
Turkish, and overall Allied countries' cause against Communism
is not to be lost,

The first point which }lr. Chiokas stressed was that there
18 at present no Communist penetration within the loecal
Patriarchate. He mentioned that there had been an attempt in
the past to penetrate this or-anization, but having falled,
the Russians are shifting their emphasis to the Patriarchates
of Alexandria. Antioch, and Jerusalem with the purpose of
eventually 3hift1ng the title of Senior Patriarch from Istanbul

to Alexandria.

disglnying an interest in affairs of the Greek Orthodox Chureh
as he feels that such display of interest is good for the
Patriarchate and for the U.S.

Mr. Chiokas pointed out that he was glad to see the U.S.

The next point made by Mr. Ghiokas was that of the Russian
current tactics of stressing Athenagoras' "non-conformist®™
practices to impress the three Patrlarchates mentioned above

and to use Athenagoras' unpopularity as an excuse to shift the
Crown to Alexandria.
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With reference to a building which is housing the Greek
Theolosical school, the military authorities have stated again
that they would like the use of this school building (a former
reyuest by the military was vetoed by the Council of State on

the grounds that it was Greek church property).

Concerning the new tax law, Mr. Ghiokas was pessimistic
and said that althou;h nu tax will be exacted from the Patriarcimte
itself according to the promise of the Vali and the Defterdar.
+here will be a tax on Greek hospitals and schools which are
supported by the Greek community?s donations, and these lnsti-
tudns in the future will be required to keep books for tax
purposes. As church returns go toward the revenues for the
schools and hospitals, with the remainder of the money to be
used for the poor, it will beccme anrparent on the date for the
first examination of the boek: (March 31, 1951) as to exactly
what the Turkish govermmcnt has in mind with regard to the
taxation of the Greek church institutions.

One thing which has occurred within the last two or three
months and is very disturbing to Mr. Ghiokas was the Turkish
governmment's expropriation of a smal!l Byszantine church in
Sirkeci near Gulhane Park named Ayaz Therapon, the Greek cemetary
of Scutari, and the Greek cemetary of Sisli, the church havingh
been property of the Greek community since Bysantine times. ]
Turkish government sent an agent to collect rent for these
properties, and he was told by Mr. Ghiokas that there must be
some mistake. Mr. Ghiokas has taken every means possible to
keep his protest out of the courts; however, the case of the
Scutari cemetary will come up before the Scutari court this
Monday, February 6 with himself pleading the church's case,

Mr. Ghiokas said that the Patriarch sees the unsatisfactory

relations with the Turkish government but does not want to lﬁuro
his own amicable relations by taking any direet action himselr.
He calls his coumnsclors together instead and asks them to find a
way around the present Turkish restrictions. The Greek community
is well aware of this conciliatory attitude and does not approve

of 1t0

Of the six points which had been presented to the Turkish
government more than & year ago for its approval, all, except
election of committees to manage churches and schools, are still
in suspense. The committeews are in operation, and it secems that
the Turkish government will permit regular functioning of these

committees.
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The death of the Metropnliian of Dherkon (Therapia) a
few days ago has brought up the guestion of the naming of the
newArchbishop. This is a very senior position in the local
church, and the inhobitants of the Bosphorus have made known
their desire to have the Archtifisho. of Bursa appointed.
Athenagoras, however, is beiny ;prossed by the Archbishop of
Imbros and Tenedos, who is not l1iked in his archbishoprie,
for the appointnent of himself as Apchblspop of Dherkon. The
Greeck rovernment i8 wvary ojp onivi to the appointment of this
man, and in fact has suggested that the four Archbishops
namely, Pergama; Laodicea, Nea Cezard, and Imdbros & Tenetioa,
be transferred into the Dodecrnese archbishopries (four are
now vacant )which are under Greek countrol in order to eliminate
these bad counselors who are now collaborating with Athenagoras.
The Dodecanese, like the new provinces annexed after the
Balkan wWars, are under the jurisdicticn of the Patriarchate
and not the Free Greeck church of Athens. This matter has been
pending for sometime as these four persons were involved in
the pre=election dispute over Athemagoras and three of them
are among the three whe voted hlgnk at the time of the elec-
tion. The Archbishop of Imbros and Tenedos is keeping on the
good side of Athenagorasa and of the Turkish government in the
hope that he will sedr® 3 good perronal position for a future
Patriarchate election. The Greek rovernment considers him
as & traitor, and the inhabitants »nf the two islands resent
his presence there.

As Ghiokas feels that grcat sacrifices were made in
order to bring Athenagoras to Tatanbnul, &all parties concerned
must make great sacrifices now to keep him here. He feels
that Athenagoras has lost 80% of his support, but it would be
a disaster if he were to be deposed. He feels that the
interests of the entire Christian world demand that this man
atay here for at least several yecuars and that he be guided to
eliminate the persons who arc rncear him and who are motivated
only by personal desires; also that Athenagoras be urgently
requested to conform to the ancient customs of the position
he occupies. Ghiockas feels that this situation has become
80 urgent through repeated instances of immature, wmchurchly,
and h y controversial conduct on the part of ‘thmgoras
when appearing in public that it has reached the point where
the ut:u-ral interest of Greece, Turkey, and the Westeéera Allies,
re es a recommendation by the U.S. to Athenagoras, through
such channels as it has, that he become more “ecomformist®. Also
that our govermment request Greece to actively support Athea- |
agoras as he becomes more conformist. Ghickas further suggested
that the Turkish and Greek governments should be asked to assist
Athenagoras actively in drawing the Patriarchs of Alexandria
Jerusalem and Antioch closer to him by whatever means possible
and that Athenagors should of course make this effert tially

himself.
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MAXINOS

The health of Maximo: is much bettcer now, and Ghiokas
estimates that he 1is 95 - r.covered. The other Archbishops who
are opposed to the ratriarch ar« tryings to mix Maximos 1into
hi, h level church intri{ ve-, bu 41t has been possidble to this
date throu.h the con.ulicd tiorts of the Greek Ambassador
anda Ghiokas to kecp laxiomos . levave until March 1. Ghiokas
fe. ls that it is 1rost imy rv..t that this leave of absence be
extinded for ancther &oix @ .vha or at least until Athenagoras
enters the more retirin, ani !ess controversial routine al-
ready recommended. haxiios 1© o very conservative, religious
man, and very nervous,; and Y .+ known that he greatly resents
the Patriarch's innovatliong, ;uarticularly the prospect of a
drl choir in the Phanar (2 ¢ tLter comin- entirely outside
Athcna oras? jurisdiiction ' tropolitan of Constantinople

and a matter which is not even within his authority as
Fatriarch to change sc 11 htly) or the gquestion of moving the
throne of St. Chryscstrom, + 'ich i3 currently being discussed
by Athenagoras. GChickas fcurs that unless Maximos is kept on
leave until these controversisl matters are settled, there is
a prospect of a2 violent =ccne botween the two men. Ghiokas
cited his own dis ust at the sctions of Athenagoras im calling
up small children to his throne in a local church at the
precise moment the of{iciitin, 1riest was celebrating the

Sacrament and the rest of the ‘lhurch was engaged in religious
contemplation -- with Athennzoras then delegating the special
prayer of the Patriarch by s.ntences to the small children

who clustered around him. ©Ch' - knhs was irritated to the point
vhere he left the church 1+or the service without waiting

for the Patriarch. I asked '{ the Patriarch's actions still
impressed him alon;; the sarc lincs as they had last August,

at which time he had been viry bLitter toward the Patriarch,

and Ghiokas replied thaot h. 'rlirveg that Athenagoras is

about 109 better than he wa: 'ast August. There is an extreme-
ly poor upublic reaction now, nnd hia church community calls

him an "actor"®,

GREIX AND TURKISH GOVEHRNMENT OPINION

The Greek government has a few reserves toward Athenagoras
as of the present date, but the church and the people in Crecee
are entertaining many reserves tcoward him.

The Turkish government {s ~-encrally favorable to
Athenagoras in that high persona . es give every outward appear-
ance of friendship and desire for cooperation, but the Ministry
of FPinance and the Defter "Narlik are at the same time pushing
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the expropriation of churcech properties. The Vali's recent
visits tc shopkecepers, which hid becen much publicized,
resulted in rcestrictions on mostly minority shopkeepers.

Mr. Ghiokas stated that 1t was a matter of great
personal grievance to him that he was forced to confide these
matters to an Am-rican "overmnment ofiicial in the hope that
the american ,uvernment would be avble to make the suggestion
to Athcnagoras to povern himself by the ancient rules of the
church. 2ir. Ghiokas stated th:.t he is finding it impossible
to collaborate further with Athenagoras as he does not
respect the traditional position of Grand Logothete as one
whe gives advice to the Patriarch in the strictest confidence.
Such advice has upon occasion been repeated to the mombers
of the Saint Synod. GChiokas feels that matters are coming
to the point wvhere he must cuifess his complete inability to
work with Athenagsoras and must submit his resignation. He
states that the Patriarch is always very friendly to him,
ambraces him, thanks him for his advice, and then usually
does the opposite, at tne =. - time not keepins in confidence
the matters which hepws contided to him.

TUNKISH ALECTIUNS

As a last remark, Mr. Chiockas stated that he feels that
it is to the interest of everyone that the People's Party
not lose the next election. He feels that a caomplete
democratic victory would throw thin/;s into such a confusion
that Turkey would be open to Communism to a greater extent
than anyone foresees. He said that even though the People's
Party is wrong in many of the things which it is doing, it
should lose powcr gradually by some means such as a coalition
rovernment . and should not be permitted to lose power complete~

ly at one time,
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To : The Consul General February 8, 1950
From : Vice Consul James Gustin JRG
Subject: Conversation between the Patriarch, Consul

Merril]l and Mysclf on February 1, i950

The ratriarch had granted me an audience so that I
mi~ht say farewell to him before leaving Istanbul, and I
had also arranged to introduce Consul Merrill to the
Patriarch at that time, We arrived at the Phanar at 11:00 AM
and were iImmediately shown into the Pa.riarch's office for a
private audience. I did not see Monsignor Meliton, the Grand
Viegr, although my tel ephone arrangements for the audience had
been made throuszh him.

Athenagoras appeared very pleased to meet Mr. Merrill,

and sald that I could carry the message back to America that
he, the Patriarch, was working steadfagstly in America's cause.
He stated that the United States is the hope of the world, and
he would always be very proud of the opportunity he had had to
know President Roosevelt personally from the time of his
nomination as Governor of New York State to his death, and then
to know President Truman personally. He also expressed apprecia-
tion for the close cooperation which he had received in the
past from the State Department. He also mentioned the great
courtesy that had been shown to him at Ottawa when he journeyed
there to renounce his American citizenship, and how deeply the
personal kindness of the Ambassador had touched him.

The Patriarch mentioned church affairs in Yugoslavia
briefly, stating that church conditions there have taken a
turn for the better.

He said that he had certain matters of importance to
communicate to the Department, which of course he would not
send without Mr. Baldwin's fn.{l knowledge. He stated that he
would get this letter to me, as I am presently returning to
Washington. I inquired whether I should call again to receive
the letter and he stated that he would send it to me by his
secretary.




 SECHET
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- . - Enclosure # 2 to Despatch

Feb 18, 1950.

Athenagoras said that his lon§ experience as a priest
in Balkan countries ( ia and Yugoslavia) before going
to New York gzave him an tuitive knowledge of Slavic
political desi ns, and he considered that the present

Communism is only the present day form of i=-Slavism.

current Note:

As the Grand Vi r requested on February 7 that 1 call
again on the Patriarch before my departure, and my appointment
was set for 3:00 P.M. on February 8, I assume that I will be
given the Patriarch's perscnal letter above mentioned.
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To . The Consul General, Istanbul February 9, 1950
From : Vice Consul James Gustin JRG

Subject: My Call on the Patriarch Scheduled for 3:00 FP.M,
Wwednesday, February 8, §50
(A telephone call on February 7th from t he Grand
Vicor requeéested that I call on the lPatriarch at
that time)

I arrived at the Phanar at 2:50 P.M. and was immediately
shown into the Patriarch's office., He said that he had wanted
urgently to speak with me (and I gathered from his manmer that
he wanted his comments to bec . r my ears only) as I would soon
e en route to the United St .es, and would be able to talk
personally with Assistant Secrctary McGhee.

The Patriarch showea me two letters, cne from Fresident
Truman, and the other one {from Mr. McGhee. He said that
these two letters meant a very gsreat deal to him, and in-
dicated that more letters of the same nature wauid be of geat
assistance to him in carrying out his duties in Istanbul. He
then asked Af I had a pencil and notebook with me to take
down some notes that he wanted to be passed to Mr. McChee
personully. The following is from these notes:

l. The local Patriarchate is strong (meaning against
Communism) at present, and Athenagoras has full confidence
in the Holy Synod; no financial support for this
Patriarchate is required. The Patriarch requested, how-
ever, that he be supplied with two linotypes, one for
Greek and one for English in order that he may publish a
newspaper and magazines in each language.

2. The Patriarch then expressed grave concern over the
Patriarch of Alexandria, stating that Chrisopher 1is
openly in favor of Russ{an Communism, and that. he is in
touch with the Russian church and tho Rpssian government.
Athenagoras mentioned Christopher's att.—g: vilit the
United States which had been blocked by himself

stated that Christopher now wants to go to the ﬁnit.od
States through an application in Canada this spring or
summer. Athenagoras saild that he felt the Canadian
government sbouid refuse Christopher a visitor's visa
because of the many opportunities Christopher would have
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to be In touch with Russian agents in Canada, 1f he
were allowed e¢ntry there,

Athenagoras then stated that he is williny to
rer.ove Christopher from his position, provided the
Greck povernment desircs to elimin te . (He then
epraInaa to me that the Greek government exercises a

great deal of Influence in the afrairs of his Church.)

I inquired as to the means His Holiness had in
minug for effecting this rcroval, and he said that
Christopher was spending a grcat deal of money to im-
press certain people, that his Orthodox community in
slexandria is a very important one, and that Christopher
perscnally, has taken legal steps through a Moslem court
in Alexandria to dispossess some of the Orthodox community
ol their property. He stated that such court action was
entirely outside the activities permitted to a Patriarch

and that there wer:, besides, mary other reasons on whieb
he could be removed.

I gathered, althourh it was not so stated, that Hie
lHioliness preferred that the Department approach the
Greek government to ask if it desires the removal of
Christopher. Athenagoras was most emphatic in his
resolution to do away with Chrisopher, if the Greek jov-
ernment approves, and later, as my cail was ending,
relterated that Christoprher is a dangerous man whom he
believes to be mentally deranged, and that Christopheris
"mot d'honneur™ as given for any promise means nothing.

J. Athenagoras stated that his only other real problem
is that of the Patriarch Alexander of Antioch, o :I-
pears to be under Russian influence, due very naturally
to the fact that he received his education in Russia.

Athenagoras stated that it would be quite easy for him
to influence Alexander as the latter has financial

problems (not very great), and a small financial supgort
would bring him conpletoii under Ath oras' control.
The Patriarch described exander as a {feeble 0ld man.
Antioch also needs the financial support to establish a

trai school for priests, and to establish a magasine
publish center.

&. The Patriarch se#id that the Archbishop of Finland
needs financial support badly, and that as he has found
this Archbishop to be a good man and very obedient to
him, he is very anxious that the required financial
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support be provided for hin. The Fatriarch added that
such support need not be great, and he though that
5,000 or §10,000 wuld suffice.

5. Athenayoras stated that his relations with the Turkish
povernment are very good, that the Creek community can
now elect committees to handle school affairs, and he 1isa
most ccniident that no mcasures will be adopted by the
Turkish ,overmment which wuld have an adverse effect on
the Orthodox community in Turkey. He stressed the com-
nlete freedom enjoyed by the CGreek minority in Turkey.

6. The Patriarch stated that the Archbishop of Athens ia
very strong against Communism. He asked 1f 1 were

familiar with the organization of the Chureh of Athens, ana
I roplied that I understood the Free Church of Greece to be
gseparate from his Patrisrchate. (The Patriarch seemed
satisfied then that I understood the meaning of his remarks.

7. Athenagoras then went on to say that the Archbishop of
Cyprus is independent, that Athenagoras doesn't interfere
in his political affairs (doubtless referring to the recent
Church-inspired plebiscite), but that he kiows the head of
the Cyprus church Lo be strong against Communism.

8. The last person discussed was the Patriarch of Jeru-
salem, whom Athenagoras stated to be 1in very poor health,
but very strcongly oppeosed to Comrnunism. His Holiness
indicated that he is not worried about the Patriarch of
Jerucalem, that although he ia weak physically, he is
very strong mentally, and there is a very good Locum
Tencns with him.

At one point in the Patriarch's comments, he stopped to
say that he was having a certain amount of dd’ficulty et -
ting some of his own people (indicating by gesture the walls of
his office) to see things his way. He stated that "they don't
know that things have changed, and how things are being done
these days™. He shrugged to indicate his personal fooil

that everything would work out all right in his own or ga~
tion. (As I had recently heard the Grand Logothete's complaints
about the Patriarch's informalities and frequent de ures from
the age-~old traditions of the Phanar, I was parti ly on the
lookout for any pertinent comment from His Holimess, but did not
feel 1t to be opportune to develop that point, nor to ask any
questions concerning the new appointment to ri11 the position
of the recently deceased Archbishop of Dherkon (Therapia).
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At the end of the interview, His Holiness asked about
my tr.:vel plans und seered a bit surprised that I would not
reach Washington until March firast. I said that I felt how-
ever his conmuents could best be transmitted by a personal
letter from Mr. baldwin directly to Mr. NMcChee, and that I
would certainly call upon Mr. lcGhee 1mmediateiy upon my
arrival in washington. The Patriarch secmed satisfied that
this letter and call would adeyuately prescnt his thougshts
and requcsets to Mr. MciGhee, and asked 1f I thought it necessery
that he repcat these points to Mr. Baldwin. T stated that I
did not feel that a speclilal call by Fr. Baldwin was really
necessary (thinking also that two visits in quick succession
by official Americans mirht arouse too much local comment).

His Holiness mentioned his high peresonal regard for
Mr. McGhee and asked that 1 convey his warmest persocnal
greetings to the Assistant Secretary and Mrs, McChee.
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